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Head Teacher’s Message

Dear Parents and Carers,

As the academic year draws to a close, I am delighted to reflect on the significant progress we've made across our 
school development priorities. A key focus this year has been on enhancing pupils' writing skills, an area nationally 
impacted by the pandemic. To address this, we've successfully implemented a new school-wide curriculum, 
empowering teachers to use high-quality texts and engaging experiences as a "hook" for writing. This approach has 
given our staff the creative freedom and time within lessons to guide children, fostering a deeper understanding and 
allowing for crucial editing and refinement of their work. We've also collaborated with an English consultant and Local 
Authority moderators, gaining valuable insights into our strengths and identifying precise steps for continuous 
improvement in assessment and teaching practices. The impact of this drive in Writing this year has seen cohorts 
increase their writing attainment as much as 20% on the previous year. Our Year 6 writing outcomes at 71% Expected 
Standards and 14% Greater Depth, are in line with the Trust average percentage from our 16 schools, and the 
National average. 

Beyond writing, we've seen remarkable success with the implementation of Ped Tech in Year 3, providing every child 
with a Chromebook to support learning across various subjects. This initiative has significantly boosted children's 
independence, research skills, and ability to share their learning, proving particularly beneficial for reluctant writers. 
The diverse tools available have helped children make huge strides not only in academic achievement but also in 
confidence, resilience, and self-esteem. Our Year 3 pupils have also made accelerated progress in reading, thanks to 
the Chromebooks providing more opportunities for fluency practice, complemented by our Rapid Catch-up Phonics 
programme, additional reading fluency sessions, dedicated volunteer readers, and the unwavering commitment of the 
Year 3 staff. They should be incredibly proud of their progress, having become more focused, resilient, and aspirational 
learners, ready for Year 4.

In addition, I want to celebrate the outstanding achievements of our Year 6 pupils. Their SATs results were incredible. 
The percentage of children reaching Greater Depth were particularly amazing across the board, and where Year 6 had 
been working over the last two years to improve their Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling skills- over 30% of children 
achieved GDS! This is a testament to their focus and determination to achieve their best. This cohort has truly excelled 
in so many areas – from music, sports, and drama to academic achievement, confidence, self-esteem, public 
speaking, and presentation. Their end-of-year performance was a truly memorable occasion, with many of us shedding 
a tear during their solo songs, filled with immense pride in the individuals they've become over the past four years. 
While we will miss them dearly, we are confident they will go on to achieve great things in their next adventures, and 
we wish them all the very best. 

Finally, I’d like to thank the dedication of all of our Alderton Junior School staff for giving their all to every member of 
our Alderton Family. Staff are giving and compassionate towards the pupils, each other, parents and the wider 
community- and Alderton just wouldn’t be the wonderful place it is without each and every one of them. I would also 
like to thank all parents and carers for the commitment and support you give to your children and our school. We 
appreciate all that you do to work in partnership with us to help you children have the best education possible. I wish 
you all a very restful summer and hope you enjoy some well-deserved family time. 

Wishing you all the very best,

Miss Johnson



Can you believe another year has 
passed? I have had the absolute 
pleasure of being sports lead this 
year and have really enjoyed going 
on many different tournaments. 
Recently, my cricket club (see 
photo) did me and themselves SO 
proud - not just because they 
played so brilliantly but more 
importantly because they were so 
supportive of each other and that 
sums up Alderton pupils for you!
Sports day was a huge success 
once again and I want to thank Mr 
Pearce in particular for all of his 
help with that. Also, thank you to 
the many parents who attended 
despite the rain. It was such a fun 
day. 
Have a lovely summer holidays 
everyone! 

Well, what an eventful term we have 

had, with lots of different competitions 

and so many children being chosen to 

represent the school! We are 

immensely proud of everyone who has 

taken part. 

We are also very pleased to announce 

that our Year 3 Boccia team who won 

their county competition were 

nominated as West Essex Schools 

Sport Team of the Year and won the 

silver award!

Finally, our annual Staff v Year 6 netball 

match was very close, the staff just 

about managed to win.
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Useful Dates
3rd September - School reopens 8.40am
25th September - Flu vaccinations
30th September - Parent Reading Morning 8.45-9.15am
2nd October - Y6 to Grange Farm
14th October - Broadcast Junior Arc Theatre (Y5 & Y6)
15th October - Bigfoot Workshops
16th October- Flu Vaccinations
16th October - Gunnell Class Assembly
21st October - Individual Photo
21st October - Parents Evening
22nd October - Parents Evening
3rd November - Trust Inset Day
11th November - Parent Coffee morning - Reading
12th November - Y3 Stone Age workshop
12th November - Y6 Viking workshops
13th November - Pankhurst Class Assembly
18th November - Pantomime for whole school
20th November - Shepherd Class Assembly
25th November - Y4 Ped Tech training
3rd December - Trust Christmas Concert
9th December - Y3 Christmas performance pm
10th December - Y3 Christmas performance am
19th December - Carol Concert 1.15-1.45pm Parents invited
19th December - End of term 2pm finish

                

 





We have had another great  
year of OPAL playtimes with the 

children continuing to be 
involved in a range of activities. 

Thanks to all the parents who 
came to the open lunch to learn 
more. We will hold another one 

next term as we continue to 
work towards Platinum status. If 
you are having a tidy up over 
the holidays, we are in need of 
the following things: Fabric (for 
dens/swings) pots, plans and 

utensils, pushchairs, dressing up 
in larger sizes. Thank you!











Headteacher’s Achievement Awards










